
Hotel Strand Continental, 143 Strand,  
London WC2R 1JA (next to Somerset House) 

Private View: Wednesday 17 May, 7–11pm

Open daily: 10am–10pm, free entry 
 
This is the third iteration of The India Club, a site-specific group 
exhibition initiated by London-based artist collective Specular Assembly.

The theme for this year’s exhibition is ‘independence’ and six artists, 
plus guest participants Night Schoolers, have produced new work  
in response to this subject and the unique setting.  

The Hotel Strand Continental sits between Somerset House and 
Waterloo Bridge. An unassuming door off The Strand leads to  
The India Club bar and restaurant, founded in 1946 by V.K. Krishna 
Menon, the first Indian High Commissioner to the UK. The building 
was a hub for political activity and its rich history is still apparent  
in the distinctive interiors, which have changed little since opening. 
The works will be exhibited in The India Club rooms on the first floor, 
blending in with the eclectic decor.

2017 marks the 70th anniversary of Indian independence, so the 
history of the location and the current political climate make this a 
relevant and poignant topic. The artists’ responses will reflect a broad 
interpretation of the theme in a number of different media, including 
photography, sculpture and installations. There will also be a series  
of talks held throughout the show.

Artists: 
Ben Cave  
Leon Chew 
Will Jennings 
Katja Mayer 
Lee Milne 
Minna Pöllänen  
and guest participants  
Night Schoolers

INDEPENDENCE 
18–28 May 2017

For further information: 
specularassembly@gmail.com  

 @SpecAssembly 
 @specularassembly 
 Specular Assembly

www.specularassembly.com 
www.nightschoolers.org



THE INDIA CLUB – INDEPENDENCE  

www.specularassembly.com

1.    Minna Pöllänen  – SHIELD 
Upholstery fabric, leather, wood, cotton thread.

2.   Leon Chew  – non-fictional   
Ink on hand prepared gesso boards, 1600x1200mm.

3.   Will Jennings  – In louring Hindostan, 1851  
Text, pages from 19th century prayer book.

4.    Will Jennings  – In louring London, 2017 
Photographic montage

5.    Night Schoolers – Polyphonic Library 
Mixed-media installation.

6.   Katja Mayer – Mounds   
Mixed-media sculptures.

7.   Night Schoolers – Polyphonic Library  
Banner.

8.   Ben Cave – Untitled Abstract (Corporate Colours)  
Inkjet print on adhesive fabric, 184cm x 148cm.

9.    Minna Pöllänen  – SHIELD 
Upholstery fabric, PVC, wood, cotton thread.

10.   Will Jennings  – History rhymes 
 Video, 1hour 40mins, looped. 

11.   Lee Milne – Make Someone Happy  
Photocopies on fogged colour photographic paper.
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THE INDIA CLUB – INDEPENDENCE  

www.specularassembly.com

Ben Cave

Untitled Abstract (Corporate Colours)

Untitled Abstract (Corporate Colours) takes as its starting point a photographic image which is hung in every 
room of the Travelodge hotel chain throughout the country, an inoffensive abstraction in the colours of the 
brand’s logo. Artist Ben Cave collated and cropped 196 images from social media and photo sharing sites 
in which the piece appears, often incidentally in the background of selfies and holiday snapshots, with the 
resulting repetition emphasising the corporate artwork’s ubiquity and uniformity. 

Placed within the setting of The Hotel Strand Continental, a very different kind of hotel, and juxtaposed  
with The India Club bar’s characterful interiors and original artwork, the project highlights a rare example  
of independence in a world of increasingly generic and homogenous chain aesthetics.

www.bencave.net 

Leon Chew

non-fictional

With reference to Krishna Menon’s role as co-founding editor at Pelican books. Leon Chew has created a series 
of ‘rejected’ book cover artworks for scientific titles in the Pelican series. These works pay homage to cover 
aesthetics of the time and more widely to developments in technical photographic practice of the early 1960s.

Menon and Allen Lane created an independent publishing imprint which democratised education through 
affordable academic literature, each title costing no more than a pack of cigarettes. From physics to social 
anthropology, politics and psychological theory, Pelican books gave the masses access to the latest academic 
writing and ideas of the day previously only easily accessible to the privileged middle and upper classes of 
British society.

Using the apparatus of the science laboratory as subject and set, Chew has created a series of still 
images employing in-camera photographic techniques and limited use of computer post-production to 
emphasise the role of photography as a non-fictional medium.

www.leonchew.co.uk 

Will Jennings

In louring Hindostan London 

In 1848 Ernest Jones was imprisoned for two years of solitary confinement after calling for the people to 
“organise” against the Government. A political agitator from the Chartist movement, Jones emphasised the 
importance of art as a vehicle for social change and while in prison used his own blood to write epic poem  
In louring Hindostan into the pages of his prison prayer book.

Foreshadowing the Indian Rebellion of 1857 and prophesying Indian independence of 1947, his words 
attacking colonial rule can be equally read as a description of the social ills and massive inequality rising in 
the early 1800s Britain he was fighting against. These social conditions were increasingly leading to calls for 
revolution against the political classes who enabled the status quo to the benefit of them and their associates, 
the factory and land owners.

As well as words, Jones also sketched the architectural manifestations the political and economic structures of 
the time created. Jennings’ photo-montage of contemporary London mirrors Jones’ 1840s drawing “A northern 
English town”, now in the British Library, to consider parallels with our neo-liberal politics and society.

www.willjennings.info 
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www.specularassembly.com

Katja Mayer

Mounds 

Katja Mayer’s series of sculptures of tombs, mounds and abstract, abject shapes seem strange yet familiar. 
These dripping growths recall organic matter, internal passages and sexual organs - psychedelic and visceral. 
The forms stand alone yet seem to have the potential of fitting into one another, perhaps having been joined at 
an earlier time. Now severed, each piece stands alone, each act of becoming independent always preceded by 
a severing from something or someone, a loss, a death, a burial.

www.katjamayer.com 

Lee Milne

Make Someone Happy

Make Someone Happy gives a potted and selective history of British Telecom with a particular focus on its 
independence from the Post Office in 1981 and the privatisation that took place from 1984 onwards. The four 
collages are created using photocopies of images sourced from the internet and photographs of family items.  

www.leemilne.com 

Minna Pöllänen

SHIELD

SHIELD consists of outlines of a person interacting with a shield-shaped object, embroidered onto a tapestry 
and five off-white flags. The flags depict a movement in five phases that can be read either as the lowering  
or raising of a shield. 

Referring to both personal and political shielding, the work invites viewers to engage and use the flags,  
which can be detached from their base on the wall.

www.minnapollanen.com 

Night Schoolers

Polyphonic Library

The Polyphonic Library is a collective work gathering together thoughts, books, articles, and a banner aiming  
to share and raise questions around ‘independence’.

www.nightschoolers.org 

Saturday 20th May, 2pm 
Night Schoolers, Practice thinking 
practice – a self-reflective 
conversation.

An open discussion with the Night 
Schoolers about their group, methods 
of working and past and upcoming 
projects. Night Schoolers is a platform 
for collective inquires open to everyone 
interested in getting together and 
reflecting upon different modes of 
organising, forming solidarities, and 
practicing art as a site for politics. 

Monday 22nd May, 2pm 
Artist Eliza Tama and curator 
Magali Avezou in conversation 

Introduction to the practices of Eliza 
and Mageli followed by a discussion on 
independent, short-run photographic 
and artist books, the possibilities they 
offer and their curation.

Saturday 27th May, 2pm 
Specular Assembly artist talk. 
 

Artists from The India Club in 
discussion about their work, research 
and three years of creating site-
responsive projects for the unique 
London location.


